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49 We have received a communication from “Quero,” in which 
the writer briefly notices the ungenerous treatment which he. re- 
ceived at the hands of his antagonist, the author of ‘‘/di/tanasius 
and Docillus.” We are glad to recognise among our corres- 
pondents, one whose talents and qualifications will command at- 


tention and respect wherever he is known 

We hope he will consider the present as an introduction to hk 
reneral ac quaintance with ‘ont friends and patrons. 

His communication will t BPpe arin our next number 


DISTRICT CONFERENCE. 

THE question, shall we have a District Conference this year, 
mi French Broad District? having been frequently proposed by 
pay concerned, in various parts of the district, it becomes my 
duty to say, that, at an early period of the present conference 
year, I made strict inquiry of the local and travelling preachers, 
in order to ascertain ast will of the local brethren, as to the pro 
priety or impropriety of kee ping up the system; and the result 


of this inquiry amounts to this: that four -fifths of the local preackii. 


ers are of opinion that ea p circuit should attend its own con- 
cerns, as it did eight yea 

A respectable portion of ‘the preachers on Jonesborough and 
Grecn Circuits, are in favor of it; but, on Lee, Powell’s Valley, 
Claibourn, Hawkins, Carter’s V alley and Sulpher Spring, they-are 
Opposed to it. It is thou; ght prudent, therefore, to consult the 
wishes of that respectable ‘body, for whose sake the district Sys- 
tem was got up; and let them do their work as may best suit their 
own notions of convenience, and expediency. It was ascertained, 
satisfactorily, that from three circuits not more than three local 
preachers would attend the District Conference, if it were ap- 
Reimted; but these could not Consistently represent their respec- 
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tive circuits, as they should be; and, of course, it must be better 
for each onc to collect its offic sal members, at some central point, 
and attend to its own concerns. 

Should it be thought proper, at any future time, to revive the 
institution, itcan be done by the preachers mi iking known their 
Wishes on the subjec t. The General Conference, at its last  ses- 
sion, made provision, for an expression of public sentiment a- 
mong the local preachers, on that subject; and it has been clearly 
ascertained to be, for the most part, against the policy. As to its 
being a duty on the part of the local preachers, lam decidedly af 
opinion, that it is for the locality to say, whether it is or not.—~ 
{ am certain of one thing, (being present when the subject was 
discussed severaldays, in the General Conference,) that that ven- 
erable body designed to leave the way open tor the local preach 
ers to choose either of the methods, which they might beheve te 
be best calculated to advance the interests of the church. 

On this subject, I have never taken sides, nor do I intend to do 
so; but shall leave it with those who are more directly concerned, 
and better able to judge and act correctly. 

. TO AGENTS AND PATRONS. 

The present number commences the second volume of th 
* Flolston Conference Messenger. Our agents, therefore, when 
they hereafter forward the names of subscribers, will be so good 
as (o inform us whether we are to send the back numbers, or 
from the first of the second volume only., 


Krom the following letter, we are gratified to learn that some 
efforts are making, in places, to advance the cause of Sunday 
Schools. O that our country would awake to the importance ot 

roperly instructing the rising generation! One soul; the soul of 
one little child, is worth more than the wealth of this great na- 
tion; and yet, how little pains do we take to acquaint the dear lit- 
tle immortals with their real yalue; to teach them their real end! 

Jonesborough, June 25, 1827 

Dear Brorarr—Our prospects for good on this circuit are 
quite flattering. About ninety persons have been received into 
the church, on trial; and many are enquiring the way to Zion.— 
Our last Quarterly Meeting was held at Boon’s ec reek, on the 16th 
of this month. It was attended by an unusually large congrega- 


tion. The doctrines of the church were plainly exhibited and 
enforced with the power and unction of the Holy Spirit. The 
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word was seriously attended to, and there is good hope, that ma- 
ny deep impressions were made. ‘Two persons were received on 
trial, and one backslider was reclaimed and restored to the joys 
of salvation. On the whole, we think, that much good was a 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Our first camp-meeting will be 
held at Horse creek, Sullivan county, on the 9th day of August. 
‘We are introducing Sabbath Schools through the circuit, and 
our efforts meet with great encouragement. Four schools are 
now in operation, including 130 scholars. We are also forming 
a Tract Society for the Circuit. Both of these institutions will 
be made auxiliaries to the Sunday School Union and Tract Sevi- 
ety of the church. 

W hile | am writing, | cannot forbear mentioning, for the encour= 
azement of prayer meetings, an occurrence which lately took 
place, at one held at Pactolus. An aged and infirm female being 
unable to attend the prayer meeting, at the appointed place, the 
members met at her house to hold meeting. During one of the 
meetings she was happily converted to God, and rejoiced in hope 
of eternal life. Ihave just received a letter from brother J. S. 
Henly, on the Green River Circuit, in which he says, he has suc- 
ceeded in making near thirty preaching places; received into the 
church and baptised between twenty-five and thirty persons; and 
that his prospect is very encouraging. May the Great Head of 
the Church prepare us for a faithful discharge of the ministry we 
have received of the Lord Jesus, and grant us many seals to our 
ealling. JOHN CRAIG. 

Rev. Thomas String field 





FOR THE MESS&NGER. 
© Fle that giveth to the poor shall not lack.” SoLomon. 

Mr. Enrrox:—Our holy religion is daily receiving proofs of 
er divine origin, by the fulfilling of her most precious and con- 
solatory promises. But a few weeks since, I visited a little cot- 
‘age, in a solitary part of the country, inhabited only by three per 
ons: an aged man and wife and one little girl, adopted as a mem- 
ber of the family. The venerable head of this lite beusehold, 
py reason of a stroke of the palsy, received several years ago, is 
rendered entirely incapable of bodily action and of assisting in 
procuring the necessaries and comforts of life. He has lost the 
power of speech and consequently is deprived of all the pleasure 
and comfort derived from its use. His affliction is deep; his 
sufferings intense; yet, in the midst of them, he is enabled to 
praise God and rejoice in hope of future glory. He exults in his 
gracious Redeemer while passing through the furnace of afflse 








420 


tion, and joyfully anticipates the bliss of heaven. from thei: 

protracted afflictions and slender means of maintainance, it may 

be truly said of them, they are children of much sorrow and dis- 

tress. Yet such is thelr confidence in God, and such the influ- 
ence of that blessed religion they enjoy, that they are resigned, 
cheerful and happy. AsI surveyed the cottage and the smali 
family that dwelt within its walls, I thought I discovered new 
beauties and excellencies in our heavenly religion as exemplified 
in the patience, humility, resignation and contentment of those 
humble followers of our Lord Jesus Christ. I viewed them as 
possessed of many wants and but feeble means to supply them, 
and to assist them I was hardly able at that time, but I resolved 
on giving them a dollar, at least, which was received with thank- 
fulness by them. My business requiring’ me to pursue my jour- 
ney, I accordingly took my leave of this afflicted, but happy fami- 
ly; but not until we had together supplicated a rich throne of 
grace, for the blessings of heaven upon us. A few days after- 
wards I met with an old acquaintance with whom I spent some 
pleasant moments in conversation, and who, at our separation, 
gave me five dollars to help me along. I instantly recollected 
the dollar I had given to the cottage family, whilst sensations of 
gratitude and pleasure sprang up in my breast; and I exclaimed 
in the language of inspiration, “ He that giv eth to the poor sha}! 
not Jack.” S 

——aEe © oe 


REVIVALS. 


Inuinots crrncurr, May 23, 1827 
To the publishers of the Christian Advocate and Journal. 

Dear Breruren :—=! am happy to inform you, that the Lord is 
still owning our feeble labours, on this circuit, though we have 
no general revival, but in most places we have good times, and 
some quickening among sinners. I would say we had received, 
on probation, near eighty since last conference, and perhaps more, 
though my want of health has deprived me from the work nearly 
half my time. But brother Miller is a thorough going young 
man, and has been useful;—and we have some warm hearted 
local preachers and exhorters, so that the circuit may be said to 
be pretty well supplied; and al things considered, I think we are 
moving ahead pleasingly. Ob that God would make our new 
country a bethel in which he would delight to dwell. Surely 
‘the desert has rejoiced and blossomed like the rose” already, 
for in 1816 we held our first conference at Shiloh, (which includ- 
ed the states of Indiana and IIinois, and the territories of Mis- 
souri and Arkansas,) and had but about eight members in confer- 
ence, and in all our bounds had only about 2000 church members; 
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and now, (thank God for it,) we have in Illinois conference alone 
between forty and fifty travelling preachers, and near 14,000 
church members. We can truly ask,what hath God wrought” 
in this western wild? I would not, however, insinuate, that all 
the work of God is among the Methodist: No—he has owned 
our brethren of other denominations too, but to what extent I 
cannot‘say. But I have heard of good times among the regular 
Presbyterians, Cumberland Presbyterians, Baptists, and the 
Emancipating Baptists.* Such has been my indisposition, that I 
have not had the opportunity of getting subscribers to the Ad 
vocate and Journal as I would have wished, but I do about the 
best I can, both in getting subscribers and collecting money 
from those I have obtained. I enclose you twenty dollars which 
you will please to credit as hereafter directed. I also send you 
1 few more subscribers. Your paper gives general satisfaction 
as far as I can learn. Yours, ; 

S. H. THOMPSON 
* Akind of Baptists that do not fellowship any slave-holders in the world 


-—-~ -—— 


Townshend, Vi.—Extract of a letter published in the Vermont 
Chronicle : 

“The revival has extended to almost all parts of the town, and 
9 those of all ages, from the child of seven or eight years to the 
old man of sixty or seventy. We feel encouraged to hope that 
the work is still progressing with as much power as at any time 
whatever. The attention has been most powerful among the 
young; but itis now more interesting among the middle aged and 
aged, many of whom feel that the last sands of life with them are 
now running, and that it is all important for them to be interest- 
edin Christ now, because for them, it must soon be too late. 

“It is difficult at this stage of the revival, to give a correct ac- 

ount of the number of those who have repented of sin and turn- 
edto the Lord. Indeed, we rejoice with trembling when any 
thing is said on the subject, lest some should prove to be self-de- 
eived. Not far from one hundred, however, in different parts 
of the town, and among different denominations, give evidence 
of having passed from death unto life. More than fifteen family 
altars have been newly erected, which we hope will never be 
‘thrown down while life remains.” 


aa SS a 
Episcopal Clergy—The whole number of the Episcopal Cler- 
gy in the United States, including ten bishops, at the beginning of 


the present year was 460, being an increase of thirty during the 
veay 1826. 
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ON FAMILY GOVERNMENT 


In spite of modern whims about liberty and equality, the gov. 
ernmevt of a family must be absolute, mild, not tyrannical 
The laws of nature, and the voice of reason, hav e declared de- 
pendence of the child on the parent. The weakness of youth 
must be supported, and the violence of youth repressed, by the 
hand of age and experience. Parental tenderness is too apt 7 
degenerate into parental weakness. “If you please, child,” a 
“will you, dear,” are soon answered with, ‘No; Evoei 
The reins of government should be always gently drawn; no* 
twitched like a curb bridle at one time, and dangling loosely at 
another. Uniformity in parents produces uniformity in chil 
dren.—To whip at one minute, and to caress, or let the culpri 
go unpunished, for the same-crime, at another, cannot fail to in. 
jure the force of parental authority.—Consider before you threat. 
en: then keas good as your word. “I will whip you, if you 
don’t mind me,” says the parent in a passion. “I am not afraid e: 
it,” says the child. The parent flies towards it in a paroxysiv 
of rage: the child prefers flight to broken bones—‘ You may g° 
now, but you shall have your punishment with interest, the nex: 
time youdoso.” “I don’t believe that,” thinks the child. Itis 
experience that gives the parent the lie. “But,” say you, 
“whips and rods were the scourges of the dark ages; ‘the presen 
age is more enlightened: in it law is reason w hich makes your 
child dogmatical, and that mildness which makes him obstinate, 

There is such a thing as the rod of reproof: and it is certaiu, 
that, n numberless cases, arguments produce a better effect than 
corporal punishment. Let those be properly admonished, in 
case of disobedience; if imeffectual, try the harsher method 
Never begin to correct till your anger has subsided. Cease no’ 
till you have subdued the will of the offender: if you do, you! 
authority is at an end. Let your commands be reasonable. Nev 
er deliver them ina passion, as though they were already disc 
beyed; nor with a timid distrustful tone, as if you suspected your 
own authority. Remember that scolding is directly the reverse 
of weighty reasoning. It 1s the dying groans of good government 
Never let it be heard under your root, unless you ‘intend your 
bouse should be a nursery of faction, which may, at some future 
time, rear its hydra head, not only against you, but in opposition 
to the parents and guardians of our country. Patriotism, as 
well as charity, begins at home. Let the voice of concord be 
neard in your family: it will charm your domestics to a love 
of order British Methpdist Magazine 
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IT SOOTHS MY SORROWS. 
I preached a sermon lately from Matt. xxi. 22, “And all things, 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 
It was occasioned by the death of a little boy, about eight 
vears old. : 
Some time ago he had attended public worship with his mother, 
and the minister preached from the,text above mentioned—As 
they returned home, he said, —“MoMer that was a very solemn 
text to day, was it not? The minister seemed to stop, that the 
people might send up their prayers. Ishould think mother, that 
every body asked the Lord for something!” ‘‘Well, my dear,” 
said his mother “‘what did you ask yourself?” “QO,” said he, 
‘J prayed, and said,‘Lord let thy will be done concerning me.”” 
She was struck with this at the time, as he was unwell; but. still 
more so a few days afterwards, for his illness increased and the 
filth day heexpired. One day, during the interval between the 
sermon and his death, she was repeating that hymn, 
“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
To the believer’s ear: 
It sooths his sorrows, heals his wounds, 


















7 And drives away his fear,” 

‘‘Mamma,” exclaimed he, “do read that verse till I can repeat 
it: it is the sweetest hymn I ever heard. Qh, it soothes my sore 
raws.” ‘My dear, what sorrows have you? does your head 
you very bad?” “Yes, butit is not that. [ am sorry | 
iave been peevish, [am sorry I have been so careless; I am 
sorry | have been so bold; | am sorry I do not love the Lord 
Jesus Christ more; I love you and papa very mu®h? but I think 
[love him more than both of you; yet I feel sorry that Ido not 
hove him more, for his name soothes my sorrows.” 


Children’s Friend. 















TO YOUTH. 
The uprising generation are the beauty and glory of the land— 
on this part of our population patriots and Christians look with 
an eye of anxious anticipation. Yes, youthful readers, you are 
viewed as the future hope of our country, the ornaments of so- 
; ciety, the comfort of parents and friends, and as polished pillars 
in the house of God, that shall with unwearied steadfastness sup- 
port that spiritual building. You therefore discover at a single 
glance the importance and responsibility of the situation in which 

you are placed, When your minds. are brought seriously te 
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bear on this matter, do not some such thoughts as these revolve 

in your hearts? Will the expectations entertained concerning 
me and my youthful companions be realized? Do I possess, and 
shall I reduce to practice those honorable and virtuous princi- 
ples which serve as the safeguard of national liberty and inde 

pendence? Have I embraced, and do I cherish in my soul that 
vital piety, that divine religion, which qualifies me for the accep- 
table service of the sanctuary, and which shall enable me to sup- 
ply the place of the humble Christian when he shall have been 
consigned to the house of silence. We would here just remark 
to the dear youth who read our paper, that those who «re 
strangers to such reflections; that those in whose bosoms such 
thoughts do not revolve, have great reason to fear, that the hope 
indulged of their future usefulness and happiness will be disap- 
pointed. Precious youth, much depends with regard to your 
tuture condition, on the start which you take in the commencment 
of life. Be careful whom you select as your friends and early 
associates. If they be the votaries of sinful pleasures; fond of 
those amusements which kill time, and estrange the heart from 
the exercises of religion. If they belong to the ungodly and 
Heaven-daring class, who profane the name of Jehovah, and vio- 
late his holy Sabbath; rest assured the prospect relative to your 


future course rs gloomy, and continuimg to love and delight in 
such society, an awful end awaits you: ‘He that loveth wise 
men shall bé wise, but the companion of fools shall be de- 
stroyed.” | 


aw eee 


The Mother.—1t was midnight! By a solitary lamp, a mother 
sat watching near the cradle of her only child, whose low moans 
pierced her very heart, and whose quick heaving breath seemed 
the prelude to approaching dissolution. No words can describe 
the anguish of the mother. This infant was her idol, and it was 
about to be taken from her—it was her all, and she must resign 
it, Now with clasped hands, and streaming eyes raised to heav- 
en, now bending low that she might hear if it yet breathed, the 
miserable mother had passed many hours of intense agony. She 
dropped upon her knees and breathed forth a prayer to heaven— 
such a prayer as none but a mother’s heart can inspire—that the 
God of Mercy would spare her child—that the terrible malady 
might be removed and his lovely eyes once more open upon the 
light of day! The mother’s prayer was heard. It was the will 
of God to restore the babe. The crisis of its illness was past, 
and the mother, wild with joy,and deeply impressed with erat® 
rude, again looked on it with hope 
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Yeurs glided awayathe boy grew in health and beauty, and the 
widowed mother rejoiced in her son. She hoarded her scanty 
pittance for his use, that the idol of her bosom should feel neither 
privation nor sorrow.—For his sake she toiled. She procured 
for him the means of instruction, and neglected no counsel to ine 
spire his young mind with sentiments of religion and virtue. Of 
her own wants she thought little—Her pleasure consisted in see- 
ing him happy; for his sake she lived, and for his sake she would 
willingly have died. As the time rolled on, the mother’s heart 
had not been free from anxious fears and forebodings on ac- 
count of her son. The boy loved her, but he was wild and reck- 
less. He would escape from the vigilance of her careful love; and 
she knew that gay society had more charms for him than the soli- 
tary home of his mother. She feared, but as yet she knew not 
all. 

Twenty years had passed since that terrible night she had kefft 
an almost hopeless vigil by his cradle, and the babe restored to 
her hopes. It was again midnight—again the mother kept her 
tearful vigil, but not by the bed of sickness. Her boy had be- 
come irregular in his habits—he heeded not the counsel or the 
tears of his mother, and night after night she awaited his return 
with trembling fears. These watchful cares were more dreadful 
than those which she feared would be the last by his cradle. Her 
prayers were still offered up to heaven that he might be restored 
—that he might be saved, not from death, but worse than death, 
from wickedness. A knock came to the door—the mother flew 
to admit her boy. There was his lifeless body, borne by two of 
his companions! She fell senseless on the ground. Her mater- 
nal anxieties were hushed for a while in a death-like insensibility; 
but she recovered to hear the dreadful tail, that in a quarrel with 
his dissolate companions, her sonkhhad received a blow which had 
caused his death! What tidings for a mother! She saw him 
laid in the grave, where she shortly followed him. Grief for his 
untimely and dreadful fate, shortened the life which had been 
devoted to him, whohad brought her with sorrow to the tomb 
How;many mothers have reason (through a different cause,)to use 
the exclamation which Miss Moore puts in the mouth of the Jew 
ish nation.—*Why was my prayer accepted? Why did heaven 
in anger hear me when I asked a son?’ 
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SLEEP AND DEATH 

The angel of slumber and the angel of death fraternally locked 
19 each other’s arms, wandered over the earth. 

¥ _ Tt was evening—they reclined upon a hillside, and the habita 

tions of men were not far off; and a sad stillness pervaded the air, 

and the evening bell of the village was hushed. Still and silen:, 
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as is their manner, the {wo beneficent Geni of mankind reposed 
in a mournful embrace, and night came rapidly on. 

Then the angel of slumber rose from bis mossy couch, and soft 
ly scattered from his nand, the invincible slumber seeds. The 
wind of night wafted them to the quiet dwellings of the wearied 
husdandmen, and forth with sweet sleep descended upon the inha 
bitants of the cottages, from the gray haired sire to the cradled 
infant. ‘The sick man forgot his pains; the unhappy his sorrows, 
the poor his cares—every eye was closed, 

And now his benign labours being closed, the kind angel of 
slumber again lay down by the side of bis thoughtful brother and 
said, cheerfully, “When the red morning awakes, then will man 
kind bless me as their friend and benefactor. Oh! how sweet it is 
to do good and in secret! how delightful is our duty!” 

Thus spake the friendly angel of slumber: the angel of death 
looked upon him with sileat sorrow, and a tear, such as immortals 
shed, gathered in hislarge eye. ‘Alas!’ said he, “that I cannot, 
like thyself, rejoice in their gratitude; the earth calls me her ene- 
my, and the disturber of her peace.” 

“My brother,” replied the angel of slumber, “will not the good 
when they awake own thee as their friend and benefactor; and will 
they not blessthee?) Are we not brothers, and messengers of our 
father?” 

Thus he spake—the eye of the death angel sparkled, ane he 
clasped his brother more fondly to his embrace. 


Books are standing counsellors and preachers, always at hand, 
and always disinterested; having this advantage over all instruc- 
tors, that thev are ready to repeat their lessons as often as we 
please. Chamber's Dict. 


~- 


The priest of Beziers, on preaching in the patois of the coun- 
try on the occasion of the last jubilee, said to hts hearers— ‘*Come 
hither, my good friends, every day; I will preach to you from the 
first of January to the day of Saint Sylvester: you rise at four in 
the morning, and you do not go to labor till six, I give you balf 
an hour to take care of your ass; and an hour will remain to lis- 
ten to me. It is your salvation that I desire, for at last you must 
die, and L also; you will go down to the pit, and I shall ascend to 
the Heaven, and you will say to me through the space between us, 
“*Monsieur Maillac! Monsieur Maillac!” and I will answer, “now 
you are there, stay there!” —Le Farat. 


An Infant Janus.—In the month of February last, a female child 
was born at Paris, and lived about a quarter of an hour, which 
hed two faces; and all the organs belonging to them, namely, 
those of taste, sight and smell, double, 
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We have been favoured with the perusal ofa letter from a 
student in Trinity College, Dublin, to his father in this eity. dat 
ed April 12th, which gives the very pleasing intelligence, that 
the work of reformation among the Catholics of that Island is 
rapidly progressiig. The writer states, that up to that date, 
near two thousand individuals, with several Romish priests, have 
renounced the Catholic creed, and embraced the Protestant and 
Bible religion. One of these priests bad preached in the parish 
church of St. James, in that city. 

Associations are formed in almost every section of the coun- 
try, for carrying on the work of reformation, and the most ex- 
traordinary results are expected. Societies are also formed to 
protect the converts from the persecutions of the Catholics. 

Another letter which has been placed in our hands, miorms 
us that religion is progressing among the Wesleyan Methodist 
churches in that kingdom, that both the old and the new parties 
are prospering; that revivals are numerous; that the Lord is 
visiting his people with rich showers of mercy in various places, 
and that “‘scores and hundreds,’ of immortal souls, are tlocking 
to the standard of Jesus. 


& file of late Dublin papers have been placed in our hands by 
a friend, from which we discover that the political and moral 
movements of that have raised very considerable excitement 
among all classes. The papers are filled with speeches, peti- 
tions, controversies, and letters, on the subject of Catholic 
emancipation, and Catholic reform. The Protestant popula 

tions are greatly excited lest their Catholic neighbours, having 
equal privileges with themselves, would use that liberty to the 
extermination of Protestantism by the annihilation of those who 
embrace it; and the Catholic, lest the appeals which they have 
made should not be successful in the British Parliment. That 
the whole nation is seemingly on the eve of a powerful revolution, 
either moral or political, as every dispassionate observer must in- 
fer. We think any change that may take place will be in its 
moral condition. ‘The conversions from Papacy to Protestantism 
are so numerous and constant, that we hail the political emancipa- 
tion of Ireland as not distant, if from no other cause, atleast from 
the religious change of its inhabitants. There is no doubt that if 
the Scriptures were placed in their hands, and they permitted to 
read them without prejudice, that popery, in that Island, would 
soon receive its death blow. Conversions from Popery to Pro- 
#stantism are not novel, thourh there has neve® been a time 
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when they were so uunicrous as at present. The Methodist So. 
crety in that Island have Jong had among them a considerable 
number of members collected from among the Catholics, few of 
whom, until lately, distinguished themselves by a formal recan- 
tation in the Protestant churches. It has been noticed that the 
Wesleyan Methodists have always been more successful among 
them thanany other people; and the late reformation, under the 
patronage of Lord Farnham, was directed by that denom- 
ination. 

It appears that the spirit of bigotry and persecution is again 
exhibiting itself in ali its primitive malignity among the Romish 
clergy and people against the conformists. Lies are freely in- 
vented and circulated; calumnies are uttered; meetings are held 
by the priests and people to denounce the reformation and awe 
the people lest they read the Bible, or hear the missionaries. Butjall 
will not do. In several instayces the most intelligent Catholics 
have been deputed to visit the places of reformation, to see for 
themselves whether bribery and improper means were not re- 
sorted to by the Protestants to gain over the Catholics. They 
returned changed in opinion and espousing the cause of the con 
verts. A regular report of the conversions is made in the papers, 
and the greatest possible anxiety prevails as to what will be the 
issue of these changes. The priests are themselves changing 
their sentiments, and several have embraced Protestantism, and 
preached in the Protestant churches. We notice the public 
declaration of several priests, in the public prints, giving reasons 
for their withdrawing from the Catholic church, and very many 
affidavits of laymen refuting the calumnies uttered against them as 
the motives of their change. 


A meeting of ministers of the Gospel and others, of different 
denominations, was held in New-York on the Ith inst. when 
the following resolution was passed, viz:— 


Resolved unanmously, That we will, with the help of Divine 
grace, during the period of one year, employ the hours between 
seven and nine, or so much of them as our circumstances will ad- 
mit of, every Saturday evening, or Sabbath morning, in prayer 
to God, for the effusion of the renewing and sanctifying influ 
ences of his Holy Spirit upon the population of the city of New- 
York, and that we will recommend it to our churches to unite 
with us in this service. SamueL Austin, Chairman. 


Earthly Changes.—\t was in the bleak season of a cold au- 
tumn, by the side ofa large moor, that I one day saw a shepherd’s 
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tent. It was composed of straw and fern, and secured under the 

warmer side of a hedge, with a few briars and stakes. ‘Thither, 
for about a week, he took shelter, until the herbage failed his 
flock, and he removed, 1 know not whither. His tent was how- 
ever left behind. A few days after, I rode that way, and looked 
for the shepherd’s tent, but it was gone. The stormy winds 
had scattered its frail materials, and only a few fragments strewed 
the ground to mark at once for a brief day solace, there. And 
such is this life, and such are all the airy expectations and ima- 
ginary felicities, and hoped-for ports and places. ‘Time scatters 
them, as the storm did the fern and straw of the shepherd’s tent. 
A thousand events are continually transpiring, which remove 
men from the pastures and possessions of to-day and reject them 
trom all their anxiously reared habitations, and drive them afar 
off from their fields and estates. Their years pass on as the 
hours of the day; their hours fly, as it were, with the rapidity of 
moments} and soon, very soon, comes the lamentable hour, when 
they who sought and desired their good things on earth, must 
behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world. 


GENESEE COUNTY SOCIETY, FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
TEMPERANCE.—A society by this name was formed at 
Middlebury, Genesee County, on the 24th of April. 
The duty of its members is thus expressed in the 4th 
article of the constitution. 

It shall be the duty of every member of this society to 
exert his influence for the suppression of intemperance; 
and for this end, he shall abstain from the use of Ardent 
Spirits himself, and shall not admit it in his family, ex- 
cept in cases of bodily infirmity; he shall not bestow 
it upon his friends nor his laborers except for the same 
cause; he shall not employ those in his service who are in 
the habit of using it to excess, unless it be in his power 
to appropriate the avails of their labor tothe direct bene- 
fit of their families. Furchermore, all the members of 
the Society shall be subject to an equal tax which may 
be proposed by the board of Managers, and levied by 
the Society for defraying the expenses of the Society, 
employing agents, and distributing publications devoted 
to the suppression of intemperance, provided this tax 
shal] in no case exceed fifty cents a year. WV. Y. Pap. 
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Miss Mittrr.-~A young Lady of very ifne talents 
of this name, addressed the people of Wheeling, Va. 
{says the Gazette of that place) on Sunday week, in the 
Episcopal Church, and on Monday in the Methodist 
Meeting House;at both times the houses were full to 
overflowing. Her language is chaste, if not elegant, and 
her manners modest, though not bashful, nor destitute 
of the graces of oratory. Her veice cannot be calle¢ 
masculine, yet so very good is her articulation that every 
word wag understood by her most distant hearers. She 
has adopted the tenets of the Methodist society, but is up’ 
a licensed preacher. 












EXTRACTS. 

Consider the dangerous, ensnaring temptations at 
tending a pleasant and prosperous condition. Few, very 
few of those that live in the pleasures of this world es 
cape everlasting perdition. ‘ It is easier” (says Christ, 
‘for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdem of heaven. ™ 
‘ Not many mighty, not many noble are called.” 

H«, indeed isrich in grace, whose graces are not hinder- 
ed by uis riches. There are but few Jehosaphats in the 
world, of whom it is said: ** He had silver and gold in 
abundance, and his heart was lifted up in the way of 
God’s commands.” 

There was a serious truth in the atheistical scoff of 
Julian: when taking away the Christians’ estates, he 
told them, “ it was to make them more fit for the kings 
dom of heaven.” 

Thus says David, “ Let thy name be magnified and 
the house of thy servant be established.”” He does not " 
fly upon the mercy and suck out its sweetness, look- ‘ 
ing no further than his own comfort: no, he cares for 
no mercy except God be magnified in it. So whens 
God had delivered him from all his enemies, he says, 
‘the Lord is my strength and my rock, he is become 
my salvation.” Saints of old did not put the crown np 
en their own heads. 
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o When Providence frowas upon you, and blasts your 
outward comforts, then look to your heart; keep it 
with all diligence from repining against God, or 
fainting under | his hand; for troubles, though sanctified, 
are troubles still. Jonah was a good man, and yet 
how fretful was his heart under affliction! Job was 
the mirror of patience, yet how was his heart discom- 
posed by trouble! You will find it hard to get a com- 
posed spirit, under great affliction. O the hurries and 
tumults which they occasion even in the best hearts! 

W ouldst thou see the creature’s vanity? Thy affliction 
is a fair glass to discover it; for the vanity of the crea- 
ture is never soeffectually aud sensibly discovered, as 
in our own experience. Wouldst thou have thy cor- 
ruptions mortified? 

This is the way: to have the food and fuel removed 
that maintained them; for as prosperity begat and fed 
them, so adversity, when sanctified, is a means te kill 
them. 

L have read(says an author) that when the Duke Con- 
de had voluntarily subjected himself te theinconvenience 
of poverty, he was one day observed and pitied by a lord 
of Italy, who from tenderness wished him to be more 
careful of his person. ‘The good duke answered, “Sir, 
be not troubled, and think not that [ suffer from want; 
for I senda harbinger before me, who makes ready my 
lodgings, and takes care that I be royally entertained.” 
The lord asked him who was his harbinger? He an- 
swered, “ 'The knowledge of myself, and the considera- 
tion of what I deserve for my sins, which is eternal tor- 
ment; when with this knowledge [ arrive at my lodge- 
ing, however unprovided I find it, méthinks it is much 
better than I deserve. 


It was a memorable saying of Valantinian, the em 
peror, when he was about to die; “* Amongst all my con- 
quests, there is but one that now comforts me; being ask- 
ed what that was, he answered, I have overcome my 
worst enemy, my own sinful heart.’ , 
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From the Charleston Courier. 

A tidy, well spoken young mariner, stepped into the office, 
and handed us the following effusion, with a request very modest- 
ly prefered, that it might have a birth in the Courier, if thought 
worthy. We insert it with pleasure. 


A SAILOR’S PRAYER. 
WRITTEN AT SEA. 
QO! Sovereign of the dark-blue sea, 
That rolls in surges by, 
The humble Tar pours prayers to Thee, 
Here on the billows high. 























We craving morials still depend, 
Thy gooduess still bestow, 

When tempests threat our bark torend, 
’*Mid gaping graves below. 


Spare us! we cry with eager breath, 
God of the deep we pray; 

And send thine aid in mercy forth, 
To calm the raging sea. 


To Thee alone the tempests cease, 
The waves no longer roar; 

But hush themselves in perfect peacé- 

To Thee whom all adore. 


And grant thou Maker of the deep, 

Who dwell’st among the skies, 
That ocean’s waves may silent sleep, 
And heed our earnest cries. 


And oh! if death should now appear— 
These billows o’er us roll; : 
O! may our hearts be found sincere, 
A harbor find the soul. 
NEPTUNE’S BARD—BOSTON 
Charleston, January, 1827. 





If you would have esteem you must deserve it. You must cul- 
tivate your intellectual powers. You must read. 


